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DOWNTOWN DISTRICT DECREASING IN IMPORTANCE 


HE tables and charts on the following pages show the relative importance 
| of the downtown business district in 1954 in comparison with 1948. The 

Bureau of the Census made a special study of these 2 years, the results 
of which have just become available. If the figures were available for 1957, we 
feel the percentage standing of the downtown districts in practically all of these 
cities would have declined still further. 


In most cities the actual dollar volume in the downtown district is greater than 
it was in 1948, but this is due largely to price inflation, and if a count of items 
sold were available, in most cities the downtown district would show a smaller 
number of transactions than in 1948. All metropolitan areas show a rather tre- 
mendous gain in dollar sales. 


PERCENT OF TOTAL BUSINESS IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 
THE CITY AND THE METROPOLITAN AREA 
DONE BY GENERAL MERCHANDISE STORES AND BY DEPARTMENT STORES 
IN THOSE CITIES IN WHICH FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE 


Central Standard 
Kind of Business Dist. | Entire City | Metro. Area 
City Sales 1948 1954 | 1948 1954 | 1948 1954 


Sv.9 
156.2 41. 
- 8. 
11.5 12. 
- 16. 
- 13. 
11.4 9. 
- 14. 
- 11. 
- 11. 


Akron Gen. Mdse.Gr. 57. 

Dept. Stores 52. 
Albany! Gen. Mdse.Gr. 18. 
Allentown Gen. Mdse.Gr. 37. 
Atianta Gen. Mdse.Gr. 33. 

Dept. Stores 28. 
Austin Gen. Mdse.Gr. 18. 
Baltimore Gen. Mdse.Gr. 47. 

Dept. Stores 43. 
Berkeley? Gen. Mdse.Gr. 20. 
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PERCENT OF TOTAL BUSINESS IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 


THE CITY AND THE METROPOLITAN AREA 


DONE BY GENERAL MERCHANDISE STORES AND BY DEPARTMENT STORES 
IN THOSE CITIES IN WHICH FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE 


Birmingham 
Boston 


Brooklyn 
Buffalo 


Camden?” 
Charlotte, N.C 
Chattanooga 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 


Columbu 


Corpus Christi 
Dallas 


Dayton 
Denver 
Des Moines 
Detroit 


El Paso 
Erie 
Evansville 
Fall River 
F lint 

Fort Wayne 
Fort Worth 


Kind of 
Sales 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 
(Not available 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen, Mdse. Gr. 
Gen. Mdse. Gr. 
Gen. Mdse. Gr. 
Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 
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Dept. Stores 
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Dept. Stores 
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Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 
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Gen, 
Gen. 
Gen. 
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Dept. Stores 
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Mdse. Gr. 
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Mdse.Gr. 
Mdse. Gr. 
Mdse. Gr. 
Mdse. Gr. 
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46. 44. 
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PERCENT OF TOTAL BUSINESS IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 
THE CITY AND THE METROPOLITAN AREA 
DONE BY GENERAL MERCHANDISE STORES AND BY DEPARTMENT STORES 
IN THOSE CITIES IN WHICH FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE 


Central Standard 
Kind of Business Dist. | Entire City | Metro. Area 
City Sales 1948 1954 | 1948 1954 | 1948 1954 
Fresno Gen. Mdse.Gr. 25. 23.2 | 12. 9. 9.7 7. 
Gary Gen. Mdse.Gr. 36. 35. 18. 14. 14.7 12. 
Grand Rapids Gen. Mdse.Gr. 43. 49.4 | 17. 16. 14. 13. 
Dept. Stores 44. 37. 14. 13. 12. 10. 
Honolulu Gen. Mdse.Gr. 22. 21. 13. 12. 12. 12. 
Houston Gen. Mdse.Gr. 19. 20. 15. 13. 13. 12. 
Dept. Stores 14. 15. 11. - 9. 8. 
Indianapolis Gen. Mdse.Gr. 40. 41. 20. 17. | 19. 16. 
Dept. Stores 37. 37. 17. 14, | 16. 13. 
Jacksonville Gen. Mdse.Gr. 34. 35. 12. - | 11. 9. 
Dept. Stores 28. 27. 9. - | 8. 5. 
Kansas City, Kans? Gen. Mdse.Gr. 23. 14, 11. ‘ | 12. - 
Kansas City,Mo. Gen.Mdse.Gr. 33. 34.6 | 14. - 12. 
Dept. Stores 25. 33.7 | oe - | 9. 
Little Rock Gen. Mdse.Gr. 36. 36.5 | 24. 21. | 19. 
Long Beach® Gen. Mdse.Gr. 42. 33. «i414, 14. 
Dept. Stores | 12. 12.2 | 7. 
Los Angeles Gen. Mdse.Gr. 43. - 12. 
Dept. Stores 40. | - 10. Re 
Louisville Gen. Mdse.Gr. 22. | 15. 13. 
Dept. Stores 17. - - 
Memphis Gen. Mdse.Gr. 38. - 14. 
Dept. Stores 30. 32. | - 11. 
Miami Gen. Mdse.Gr. 34. 39. | 13. 12. 
Dept. Stores - 31, | = 9. 
Milwaukee Gen. Mdse.Gr. 42. 41. | 21. 17. 
Dept. Stores 38. 38. 18. 15. < 
Minneapolis” Gen. Mdse.Gr. 44. 45. | - 17. 
Dept. Stores 39. 42. ow. - 
Mobile Gen. Mdse.Gr. 32. 31.7 | 14. 13. 
Montgomery Gen. Mdse.Gr. 20. 19. (14, 13. 
Nashville Gen. Mdse.Gr. 30. 32. | 16, 14. 
Dept. Stores - 27. | 13. 11. 
New Bedford Gen. Mdse.Gr. 31. 28. | 12. 10. 
New Haven Gen. Mdse.Gr. 24. 26. 9. 9. 
Dept. Stores 15. 14. 5. - 
New Orleans Gen. Mdse.Gr. 36. 37. 19. 18. 
Dept. Stores 29. 29. 14, 13. 
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PERCENT OF TOTAL BUSINESS IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 


THE CITY AND THE METROPOLITAN AREA 


DONE BY GENERAL MERCHANDISE STORES AND BY DEPARTMENT STORES 
IN THOSE CITIES IN WHICH FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE 


City 
New York® 
(Manhattan) 


Newark 8 
Oakland? 
Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Pasadena® 
Paterson, N. J. 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 


Pittsburgh 


Portland, 


Providence 


Reading 
Richmond, Va 


Rocheste: 


Rockford 
St. Louis 


St. Paul’ 
Sacramento 


Salt Lake City 
San Antonio 


Oreg. 


Kind of 
Sales 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


(Not available 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen, Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 
(Not available 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 
Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


Gen. Mdse. Gr. 
Gen. Mdse. Gr. 


Dept. Stores 


*Figures for Manhattan Borough. 


Central 
Business Dist. 
1948 1954 
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41.7 .0 
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at present) 
46. 
43. 
27. 
20. 
61. 
57. 
43. 
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at present) 
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Entire City 
1948 1954 
17.0* 15.2* 
14.6* 11.8* 
22.3 17.9 
19.4 15.3 
16.7 14.4 
- 12.1 
17. 14.9 
12. 11,2 
- 13.8 


21.8 
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Metro. Area. 
1948 1954 


10.3 9. 
7.6 6. 
10. 3 9. 
7.6 6. 
- 11. 
- 8. 
16. 14, 
11, 10. 
12. 11, 
9. 9. 
- 10. 


awonwrthre CO KH © 


13. 11. 
11. 8. 
11. 9. 
7. 4. 
18. 13. 

9. 

13, 


aa &F&onwo-70 eu! 


ocowrhaarwwmowr-o vl 














PERCENT OF TOTAL BUSINESS IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 
THE CITY AND THE METROPOLITAN AREA 
DONE BY GENERAL MERCHANDISE STORES AND BY DEPARTMENT STORES 
IN THOSE CITIES IN WHICH FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE 


Central Standard 
Kind of Business Dist. Entire City Metro. Area 
City Sales 1948 1954 1948 1954 1948 1954 
San Dieg« Gen. Mdse.Gr. 35. 29.9 | 13.7 14.1 |10.9 10.9 
Dept. Stores 31. 24.6 | 11.2 - | 8.1 7. 
San Franci ‘ Gen. Mdse.Gr. 26. 28. 14, 14. 5 - 11. 
Dept. Stores 24. 25. 12. 12.6 - 8.6 
San Jose Gen. Mdse.Gr. 23. 25. 15, 13.4 | 10. 8.6 
Savannah Gen. Mdse.Gr. 18. 19. 13. - 12. 11. { 
Scranton Gen. Mdse.Gr. 32. 35. : 16. 16. 12. 12. 
Seattle Gen. Mdse.Gr. 41. 43. - 17. - 15. 
Dept. Stores 37. 39. - - | = 12. < 
hreveport Gen. Mdse.Gr. 23. 22. 12. 11.1 | 12. 
Spokane Gen. Mdse.Gr. 29. 31. 19. ye Ae: F 
Syracuse (Not available at present) 
sle do Gen. Mdse.Gr. 44.6 42. 18. 15. | 16. 
Dept. Stores 39. 38. 6 15. 13. 13. 
Gen. Mdse.Gr. 30. 30. 15. 14, | 11, 
Dept. Stores - | 12, 8. 
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Washington Gen. Mdse.Gr. 35. 32.6 16. 
Dept. Stores 32. 29. < 14. 
Waterbury Gen. Mdse.Gr. 13. cae 8. 
Wichita Gen. Mdse.Gr. 27. 23. 15. 
Dept. Stores 22. 17. 11. 
Wilmington Gen. Mdse.Gr. 17. 17. § 8. 
Worceste! Gen. Mdse.Gr. 24. 24. 12. 
Dept. Stores 19. . 9. 
Yonkers ® Gen. Mdse.Gr. 14. 13. 4. 
Youngstown Gen. Mdse.Gr. 38. 43. 18. 
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Albany-Schenectady-Troy Standard Metropolitan Area 
San Francisco Metropolitan Area 

Philadelphia Metropolitan Area 

Chicago Metropolitan Area 

Kansas City, Missouri Metropolitan Area 

Los Angeles Metropolitan Area 

Minneapolis-St. Paul Metropolitan Area 

New York-Northeastern New Jersey Metropolitan Area 
Utica-Rome Metropolitan Area 














Akror 
Albany 
Allentow 
Atlanta 
Aust 
Baltimors 
Berke lk 
Bir ming 
Bostor 
Bulfal 
Camde 
Char! 
Chattanor 
Chicag« 
Cincinnat 
Cleveland 
Columbu 
Corpus Cl 
Dallas 
Daytor 
Denve! 

Des Moi 
Detroit 

Fl Pas 

Erie 

E vansvi 
Fall Rive 

F lint 

Fort Wa 
Fort Wort 
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Gary* 
Grand Kapid 
Honolulu, Hawa 
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Kansas ( 
Kansas ( 
Little | 
Long Beac! 
Los Angeles 
Louisvills 
Memphis 
Miami 
Milwaukee 
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CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT DEPAKTMENT STORE 
AND GENERAL MERCHANDISE SALES AS % OF 
STANDARD METROPOLITAN AREA DEPARTMENT STORE 

AND GENERAL MERCHANDISE SALES 


> Dept. Store 


ales in Cen- 
tral Business 
District 


1948 1954 


93.3 


27 
72 
66 
70 
51.8 $1.3 





h Gen 
Sales in Cen- 
tral Business 
District 
1948 1954 


88.5 
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46. 


Mdge. 


City 


Minneapolis 7 
Mobile 
Montgomery, Ala. 
Nashville 
New Bedford 
New Haven 
New Orleans 
New York, N.Y? 
(Manhattan) 
Newark® 
Oakland? 
Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Pasadena® 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland, Oreg. 
Providence 
Richmond 
Rochester 
Rockford 
Sacramento 
St. Louis 
St. Paul 7 
Salt Lake City 
San Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco? 
San Jose 
Savannah 
Scranton 
Seattle 
Shreveport 
Spokane 
Toledo 
Trenton 
Tulsa 
Utica? 
Washington, D.C. 
Waterbury 
Wichita 
Wilmington 
Worcester 
Yonkers® 
Youngstown 


applicable to this table appear at bottom of page 279 


Dept. Store 
Sales in Cen- 
tral Business 
District 
1948 1954 





% Gen. Mdse. 
Sales in Cen- 
tral Business 
District 
1948 19 54 


oro wnt oO 


coe eoovwvawt @O-+2 @ 

















GE METROPOLITAN AREA 


SERACITY VOLUME OF RETAIL SALES 


x GUIBUSINESS DISTRICT pa 
AKRON. OHIO ALBANY, N.Y ALLENTOWN, PA... 





NOT AVAILABLE 
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2 —————— — 
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